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Before starting my speech, I would like to express my gratitude for the words expressed by my friend Ken Livingstone, Major of London and those of comrade Brendan Barber; my gratitude is also extensive to the British TUC, the British Trade Unions and the Cuban Solidarity Campaign in the UK, because of continuity given by this Conference to the two previous ones held in this Capital.

 

In order to adhere to the time stipulated, we have distributed some leaflets with a report that serves a complement to my speech.

Dear comrades, brothers and sisters: The position of solidarity adopted by you all, is an act of justice towards our people, this serves us an encouragement for the purpose of continuing to build a nation that has buried injustices and the differences which burdens the life of workers in those societies governed by the capitalist greed of maximising their profits.

 

On behalf of the Cuban Workers’ Trade Union Central, our National Unions, that gathers more than 3.5 million workers, I would like express my gratitude for the fraternal gesture of the European workers.

But above all, we underline the urgency for solidarity with the whole Latin America, something that has never been so necessary as it is today, when we are able to envisage a promising horizon in countries such as the Venezuela of Hugo Chavez, the Bolivia of Evo Morales; just as in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay, countries with governments that defies the neo-liberal policy that has sunk millions of Latin Americans into poverty.

Against the attempts made by the United States of imposing their colonial domination by the way of the so-called Free Trade Agreement for the Americas (FTAA), today we are in the presence of a new birth, the Bolivarian Alternative for the Americas (ALBA), a real programme for continental integration that is not based on the onerous laws of the market and that is built up from the left, from the peoples’ side, propelling social projects for their benefit, through exchanges that takes into account economic inequalities with the objective of contributing effectively towards the development of those countries historically in disadvantage.

The government of the United States have reacted aggressively and with arrogance in the face of these changes. Particularly in the case of Cuba, never before had the policy of the United States been so dangerous and crazy; it has not only built up an entanglement of executive and legislative measures geared towards destroying the Revolution, recover their properties and re-establish the savage capitalist and neo-liberal domination over our country, but since the arrival of George W: Bush to the White House, this policy has been reinforced with new and more adventurous actions.

The most spanned and perverse creation against our nation is the one that in an arrogant and interventionist manner they have named as “Transition Plan for a Free Cuba”, that the Bush Administration attempts to impose by all means:

 

Let us see the facts: - Bush has destined 59 million dollars for internal subversion and has engaged governments and NGO’s from third countries in such ignoble task, as well as other international institutions. For the creation of apocryphal “independent trade unions”, they have reserved 3 million dollars for this year. They have reinforced the wrongly called Radio and TV Marti, by the way of illegal transmissions, using an airborne military C-130, for which 18 million US dollars were allocated. They have withdrawn licenses to religious personalities, athletes, academics, writers and other US social sectors, preventing them from visiting Cuba and vice versa by preventing Cuban residents living on the island to visit the US. They have limited the trips to Cuba of those Cubans living in the US to a period of once each 3 years.

A recent example of the reinforcement of this policy occurred in a Sheraton hotel in Mexico City, from where a group of Cuban officials who were lodged there for the purpose of meeting and analysing with some US colleges about the possibility of cooperation in the field of oil prospecting were expelled. This outrageous act, clearly underlines the extraterritorial character of the US legislation that violate the sovereignty of other countries, including the European.

In order to accomplish their purpose, the Bush Plan asserts that it is necessary to guarantee repression when their troops occupy our country. To such purpose they foresee the creation of a policy force under the guidance of the State Department that would immediately proceed with trials against members of popular organisations, trade unions and government sympathisers, recognising that the lists could be a long one that would inevitably turn Cuba into a territory full of secret jails, illegal kidnappings, tortures and extra judicial executions as those extensively applied by the US in Iraq and the Naval Base, imposed on our territory in Guantanamo, as well as in other European countries.

 

The government of United States will create a Commission chaired by the US, that will orient the Cubans as to how they should implement a rapid process of the returning properties, a matter that they consider as “a quite complex issue”, in particular when speaking of homes, this would mean in not a few cases, that the original owners would take physical control over the buildings or of the land where the Revolution have built homes for the workers.

The interventionist plan embraces the entire Cuban society: it is said that the government must be organised until the municipal level, the judicial system and the unions must be changed, as well as to replace churches and religious, civil and professional associations with others created and manipulated by them and that will be subordinated to their interest. 

 

To destroy the social work of the revolution becomes another priority for them and for this, privatisation would be implemented in the fields of education and public health, also labour laws would be revised with the purpose of eliminating social security schemes which benefits without exceptions, all those who needs it.

 

The EU has not been able to establish its own line of independent policy in relation to our country. We recall the so-called “Understanding” agreed by the EU and the United States in terms of the application of the Helms-Burton Bill, by which Europe was not opposed to the extraterritorial application of this Law, but rather requested that their interest were not to be jeopardised. Nevertheless, the Helms-Burton Bill has been applied to tens of European enterprises, in full violation of the sovereignty of nations and of the right of any enterprise to negotiate with Cuba, without having the EU protested one single time to their North American partners.

The so-called Common Position adopted by the EU in 1996 proposed by the former Spanish president Aznar that has also guided the European policy in relation to Cuba in the recent years, is in practice a complete recognition to the obsession of the United States of destroying Cuba. That Common Position is full of double standards and is undoubtedly discriminatory. Cuba is the only country subject to previous conditionality in order to join the Lomé Accords first and Cotonú later.

In the face of such dangerous scenario, we Cubans have not only been capable of resisting and overcoming such siege and aggressions, but we have rather embarked on the road unto development, based on social justice and the most possible equality under the accurate; leadership of Fidel Castro, so many times lied upon and slandered by imperialism and their allies, but loved by his people and  admired by the Peoples of the World.  

Some figures could serve the purpose of illustrating my assertions:

· There has been a sustained economic growth of our GDP during the recent years. In 2005, the growth was that of 11.8% and we are hopeful that during 2006 it will be higher than 10%. 

· The unemployment rate is today below 2% and each day new jobs are being created, especially for the younger generation. A single example is the more than 150 thousand workers affected by the sugar industry restructuring; not a single one of them have been left without a job and none of them have been affected in the salary they earned.

· During 2005 the total amount of minimum wage was increased as well as pensions and payments for the concept of social assistance represented an increase of 25,8% of the general income, benefiting 5 million 111 thousand 267 citizens who had worked all their lives for the benefit of their country.

· The indexes of infant and maternal mortality are better than in many developed countries and better that those in the city of Washington.

· Life expectancy at birth surpasses 77 years. The number of physicians per inhabitant is one per each 160, the highest in the world.

· Education gives coverage to 100% of all children, 98% of which reaches 6th. grade and more than 95%, 9th. grade. There are almost 800 thousand university graduates and because of the extension of superior education all throughout the country, we have more than 500 thousand students in our universities today in a population of 11 million. 

· More than 12 thousand young men and women from Latin America and the Caribbean are studying medicine in Cuba with completely free scholarships.

· Near 33 thousand physicians and other Cuban health-care, workers are rendering free medical services in 65 countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean.

· More than 2 500 Cuban compatriots are defying the crude winter and harsh conditions of the Pakistani Cachemira, helping to save human lives. There in Pakistan, after the CNN and BBC news reporters had left, doctors from other countries had also left, Cuban doctors stood behind giving their solidarity, whilst the major international media showed no interest in this.

· Last year more than 150 thousand Latin American and Caribbean patients were treated and operated in Cuba as part of the application of the ALBA Agreements.

 

Five years ago Cuba offered the United Nations the services of 4 thousand Cuban doctors and paramedics for combating the pandemic of HIV-AIDS in Africa, as well as the number of professors required for 20 Medical Institutes for the training and formation of 1 thousand African doctors. The only thing necessary for this was that the international community should provide the medications, equipment and necessary material resources for such productions and services. Cuba would not profit from this and would instead pay our personnel and staff their salaries. Up to now, no one has answered to this so generous offer.
 
Comrades all, Prime Minister Anthony Blair expressed recently his concerns and criticisms in relation to the situation of democracy in Cuba. We should not be surprised if the information upon which he made his statements is as “serious and accurate” as those are, which served the purpose of launching a bloody and immoral aggression against Iraq. 

 

Each day however, it is more difficult to deceive the public opinion. You are an example it, by being here at this Conference. It is also demonstrated by the 110 British MP’s who have just signed a call for justice for the 5 Cuban Anti-terrorist Heroes incarcerated in the United States.

 

This claim is already been extended with strength across the world. We therefore urge you, we urge all the popular and trade union forces in the UK and Europe, to join this call and to be present in the massive campaign of solidarity that will be convened this year.

 

We are sure that this Conference will be a new step towards our mutual acknowledgement and understanding that will lead to the most fruitful cooperation between our organisations and peoples.

 

Thank you.
