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as general secretary of unison, i am proud of the contribution our union has made to help organise this conference and to be asked to speak to you.

it really is great to see so many UNIONISTS here today. not just from the uk, but 250 delegates from 20 COUNTRIES across europe - a credit to our euROPEAN movement and to the cuba solidarity campaign, here today to show solidarity with cuban workers and what they are trying to achieve and here today to show solidarity with the emerging progressive governments in latin america.

conference, it is also a great honour and pleasure to be here with pedro ross and other leaders of the cuban trade union movement.

At home, we face constant battles to defend our welfare state. BATTLES to halt the advances of privatisation, globalisation, competition, markets.

but these are nothing compared with the battles fought by the cuban people.

 THEY HAVE FACED:

· 10 successive american administrations applying policies of hostility and AGGRESSION against the cuban people.

· 45 years of cruel, economic, financial and commercial blockaDe - a blockade dramatically intensified under george bush. 

· over 82 billion dollars of damage to the cuban economy.

· another 54 billion dollars of devastation CAUSED by sabotage and terrorism - terrorism funded from within the united states.

the us blockade IS a crude attempt to overthrow the LEGITIMATE government of cuba; an UNJUST blockade unprecedented IN THE PRINCIPLES OF international law. AND our own government IS opposing that blockade, but still adopting anti-cuban stances. and despite the OUTCRY, bush continues to allocate millions of dollars for anti-cuban propaganda.

so the efforts of everyone in this hall HERE TODAY HAS GOT TO BE to build solidarity through unions WITH OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CUBA. THIS HAS become all the more critical.

over the past decade, my own union, unison has developed twinning initiatives.  it has sent delegations to union conferences in cuba AND supported individual projects. WE HAVE even organised a football tournament in cuba with young people from our north west region.

our relationships HAVE BEEN strengthened through direct links developed with individual trade unionists. THIS INCLUDES REAL WORKERS, not just leaders and general secretaries, SUCH AS real LINKS with health workers in matanzas, library workers in pinar del rio, AND ambulance workers in guantanamo.

our links, our visits, AND our exchange and communication help us to understand the pressures and realities of workers in cuba. they counter the myths and theY COUNTER THE lies.

and through our work with organisations like the cuba solidarity campaign, and through the tuc, we help EDUCATE OUR members and the public alike about the realities in cuba, and the difficulties their society faces.

we lobby mps, we work with councillors, we hold public meetings, and we help the cuba solidarity campaign organise meetings at union conferences up and down the country.

CONFERENCE, cuba is not a panacea; we have our feet firmly on the ground. it is not nirvana. but neither is europe a PANACEA. and as for the us…. 

but what cuba does is to share the principles we value:

· a welfare state that is free from the cradle to the grave.

· free education for all -  an inspiration to workers throughout the world.

· and its international solidarity, which unrivalled and unparalleled. a source of hope and inspiration that we cannot ignore

and despite its own struggles cuba is still able to send doctors – in their thousands – to something like 65 COUNTRIES.

and yet cuba is still facing the cruel paradox of an american government claiming, daily, to lead the world in the fight against terror.

but an american government up to its neck is funding terrorist activities on its own soil against cuba.

the result – innocent cuban families mourning the loss of over 3,500 cuban men, women and children and just as we rightly condemn the terrorist attacks here in london so this conference must condemn the terrorist attacks inflicted on our brothers and sisters in cuba.

and today, conference, we call on the American gOVERNMENT TO SET FREE 5 INNOCENT YOUNG CUBANS HELD IN AMERICAN JAILS. 5 YOUNG MEN WRONGLY JAILED IN A UNFAIR TRIAL IN FLORIDA – IN AN ATTACK, A DIRECT ATTACK, ON THE CUBAN REVOLUTION.

ON MAY 27 2005, THE WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARED THAT THE IMPRISONMENT OF THE 5 CUBANS WAS ARBITRARY AND ILLEGAL. IT urged the us government to release them, what happened? it’s recommendation was ignored. on august 9 2005, the 11th circuit of the atalanta court of appeals handed down the unanimous ruling revoking the sentence, annulling the trial of the cuba 5 in miami. and what happened? its recommendation has been ignored. 

antonio, fernando, gerardo, ramon, and renÉ are innocent. conference, they must be released now. pedro ross (in his speech) referred to the fact that 15 british union general secretaries, including myself, and 110 members of the british parliament, have signed an open letter to the us attorney general about this issue. today, it is your chance to add your name, as that letter is circulated around all our seminars. and conference, let’s use this day, to get five innocent young men back to their families. 

Our conference here today, is a momentous event as we take forward our campaign in solidarity with the cuban people, and as we unite in support of the ideas and inspirations that is cuba.

unison is a union which believes in community. it believes in equality, social justice and collectivism. it believes in solidarity. and on behalf of the 1.3 million members of unison, i’m here today to show in person our solidarity with the people of cuba and what they stand for.

thankyou.

PAGE  
3

