An interview  made to  Leonel González González, a member of CTC National Secretariat in the sphere of International Relations.

The European Trade Union Solidarity Conference with Cuba was held in London, Great Britain last February 24th and 25th . This Conference, the first one  developed at a European level was summoned by the British Trade Union Central (TUC), the British trade union organizations and the Solidarity Campaign with Cuba in Great Britain.

Pedro Ross, CTC  General Secretary, headed the Cuban delegation that participated in that Conference. Leonel González González, who is a member of CTC National Secretariat and integrated this delegation, had a talk with us today.

Question: Leonel, what is the background of this Conference and why does it take place in Great Britain?

Answer: During several years we have been working with the British trade union despite trade unionism global crisis  as a result of neo-liberal policies that have been applied for 25 years. The British trade unions - even being affected - continue as one of the strongest and best organized in Europe. It has permitted us to build relations based on mutual respect and comprehension, what has lead us to share visions of common problems and big challenges of today’s world. Both British and Cuban trade unions held Bilateral Solidarity Conferences in 2002 and 2004 under the slogan: “Trade Unions for Cuba”. Comrade Pedro Ross had a special intervention at CUT Congress in 2004 and at the same time we can say that there is an active and organized movement of solidarity with Cuba promoted by the Solidarity Campaign with Cuba, which is mostly integrated by British trade union organizations.

It generated a strong current of solidarity and engagement with Cuba and an idea to extend this experience to the rest of Europe came up there.

Question: a Conference at a European level, why?

Answer: The Cuban Revolution counts with affection and solidarity of most of the European people and trade union organizations because Cuba has built a society of social justice for its people despite hostile and difficult circumstances, a reality that constitutes an aspiration for many peoples in the world and  also because Cuba is an example of resistance before all the US aggressions. Nevertheless, every day they carry out huge propaganda campaigns against Cuba in every place of the world, but either to a higher or a lesser grade it can make an impact or an echo towards some trade union organizations in this continent. We should take into consideration all the changes happening in Europe during the last 15 years, specially after the fall of the former Soviet Union and the European socialist block. Neither we can forget that Bush administration gives considering  financing resources to discredit the Cuban Revolution and to create a state of opinion at worldly level to be used as a pretext or a justification for the US blockade, terrorist actions against our people along these years without excluding a menace of a military intervention. Another of its priorities is - like in East Europe - to undermine,  subvert and  break up the Cuban trade union movement. The Empire’s plan also provides for the mobilization of the international trade union and even the position of the International Labor Organization  (ILO) against Cuba– as it is gathered in the so called “Program for a Free Cuba” , made by a Commission headed by Colin Powel and publicly known in May, 2004.

Question: How did the European trade union movement  react before the call to hold this Conference?

Answer: This idea had an excellent welcome. All the invitations for participation were made by the British trade union organizations and it was achieved that the answer given by the main European trade union centrals was their presence in the Conference. It was also important the participation of the European Confederation of Trade Unions (ETUC),  even represented by its General Secretary.

All these efforts made possible to count with the participation of 270 trade unionists from 20 European countries, representing 65 trade union organizations. We have to say that due to logistic matters - I mean to have space in order to hold the Conference - the organizers had to limit the number of participants when the number of delegates exceeded the capacity of the rooms to be used.

Question: Why do you consider it is important to develop this Conference?

Answer: The Conference was successful. There are several reasons as follows:

· The fact that it was called by the British trade union organizations, which greatly influence on the European and international trade union movement, gives the Conference a meaningful importance.

· The participation of ETUC and the main European trade union centrals, as well as a great deal of trade union branches, does not only ratify what Cuba means for the European workers, but it will also permit to widely make known the achievements of this Conference in each country.

· It was also granted a recognition to the Cuban Revolution action and the gigantic Cuban cooperation in more than 70 countries. 

· Nevertheless, it wouldn’t be worthy  – and it is the most important thing- as it was correctly expressed in the conference, without  the support given by the European trade union movement the our people’s struggle defending our sovereignty and our right to construct our own destiny. At the same time it was condemned the US government’s blockade and aggressive plans against Cuba, as well as the call made to the European Union not to continue backing such plans and aggressions. Regarding political solidarity, it has a significant importance.

· According to my considerations, there was a very important issue : many proposals of actions in order to achieve the European governments, Council and Parliament  to change their discriminatory and selective policy against Cuba, then to get advanced in the adoption of a suitable and independent policy leading to respectful cooperation and dialogue with our country.

· Besides, there was a strong support to a worldly campaign for the liberation of our 5 heroes imprisoned in the Empire and a condemn to terrorist acts  against our country.

· Something else, and it is very important, too, mainly in the European context, there was a great recognition to the outstanding role played by the Cuban trade union organizations in the defense of the big gains  of the Revolution, what was widely expressed by all the participants.

· The fact that the Conference took place in the site of the London City Hall  and that the Major of this city was one of its most enthusiastic speakers is something very significant. It is particularly important if we take into consideration that Tony Blair, the British Prime Minister had pronounced interference criticism against Cuba and Venezuela. 

Question: Talking about Venezuela, the conference also treated an issue on Latin America, didn’t it?

Answer: Yes, you are right. There is a new vision and mainly there are many expectations in relation to what is happening in Latin America today, especially in the Venezuelan and Bolivian processes. For example, it is encouraging to know that the Venezuelan issue is arising such a great interest within the European trade union movement, mainly taking into consideration that a part of that trade union movement - maybe for lack of information or beforehand for solidarity with their old allied, the Venezuelan CTV, supporter of a coup – didn’t understand the real scope of the liberating Bolivarian process in time. Undoubtedly, it constitutes an important achievement in this Conference.

Question: Now  going back to the issue Cuba, could you explain to me why the CTC Congress was postponed, what process is currently  taking place in the workplaces before September and why it is important for Cuba?

Answer: The decision to postpone the Congress final sessions to September deals with our conception about of the meaning of democracy. We decided to consult all the workers along the country regarding the principal problems that are affecting our people’s  life, but it will take  some time. The long period of crisis, known as special period ( after the fall of the Soviet Union and the European  Socialist Block, has had a deep impact in our people because the economic measures we were forced to apply together with the logical lack of resources during these difficult years caused other problems such as lack of discipline, disorder, some vices and practices which are not in keeping with principles our society is based, I mean social justice, equity and equality.

Now, that our economy is getting recovered rapidly, there are conditions to mobilize all the workers to consciously face those problems  and that is what we are doing today.

Question: anything else to say, Leonel?

Answer: Actions like the European Trade Union Solidarity Conference with Cuba and Latin America prove that it is possible to build solidarity and  that truth always makes its ways. As Pablo Milanés said: “ it is not a perfect society ” , but we are proud of the actions we have made, a society that is a reason of admiration and inspiration for so many fighters everywhere in the planet. On the other side, I want to express our recognition and everlasting thankfulness to the small staff that organizes and leads the Solidarity Campaign with Cuba (SCC) in Great Britain, because it would not be possible to organize this European Trade Union Solidarity Conference without their arduous and patient work carried out for so many years.

